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My Background

• Professional Experience

▫ Since 1998 – full-time Harper College faculty

▫ Eight years adjunct faculty

▫ Ten years information technology industry experience 

• Education

▫ MS Information Systems

▫ Master Online Teacher Certificate

▫ Doctoral Candidate  

• Awards

▫ • 2008 ITC Outstanding e-Learning Faculty Award for Excellence

▫ • 2008 MERLOT Business Classics 2008 Award

▫ • 2006 Blackboard Greenhouse Exemplary Online Course Award
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Agenda 

Standards-Based Self-Assessment 
 Free Online Tools
 Web Design Concepts Self-Assessment

Facilitating Collaborative Activities

Managing Student Web Projects

Have some fun: Wordles, You Tube, Texting ….

Your questions / ideas / tips / sharing
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Self-Assessment  Activities

• Learner Benefits

▫ Early feedback

▫ Early reinforcement / success

▫ Improved success on
graded assignments

• Instructor Benefits

▫ Improved learner performance

▫ Less time grading!
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Online Self-Assessment

XHTML & CSS Validators

▫ XHTML Validation

 http://validator.w3.org/

▫ CSS  Validation

 http://jigsaw.w3.org/css-validator
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• Firefox Browser

▫ http://www.mozilla.org/products/firefox

▫ Multi-platform

• Web Developer Extension

▫ https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/60

▫ Created by Chris Pederick

▫ Validate XHTML  (Tools)

▫ Validate CSS (Tools)

▫ View image information – and more

Free Browser Tools for 

XHTML & CSS Self-Assessment
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Free Text Editor: Notepad++

• Text Editor 

• Windows Only

http://sourceforge.net/projects/notepad-plus/files/
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More on the Web Developer Extension

▫ Tools > Validate Local HTML

▫ Tools > Validate Local CSS

▫ CSS > View CSS

▫ CSS > Edit CSS

▫ Information > View Color 
Information

▫ Images > Display Alt 
Attributes

▫ Images > Hide Background 
Images

▫ View Source

▫ Miscellaneous > Display 
ruler

▫ Miscellaneous > Edit 
HTML

▫ Outline > Outline 
Headings

▫ Outline > Outline Block 
Level Elements

▫ Miscellaneous > Small 
Screen Rendering

▫ Resize
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More Free Online Tools

• Google’s Browser Size
http://browsersize.googlelabs.com

• Adobe Browser Lab
https://browserlab.adobe.com

• IE NetRenderer
http://ipinfo.info/netrenderer

• Web Page Analyzer
http://www.websiteoptimization.com/services/analyze/ 
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Web Design Concepts & Coding 

Self- Assessment

• Review Games

▫ Sometimes provided by textbook 
publisher  / author

▫ Example:
http://webdevfoundations.net/5e/chapter4.html

▫ Create them yourself!
StudyMate by Respondus
http://www.respondus.com/products/studymate.shtml
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Collaborative Activities

• Need:
▫ Industry wants students to have 

experience working in groups

• Benefit:
▫ Collaborative activities can enhance 

student learning 
Liu et al. (2007), Palloff & Pratt (2001, 2007), 
Rovai (2007)

• Issue:
▫ Collaborative activities can be time-

consuming to plan, manage, and 
evaluate.
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Keys to Successful Group Activities

•Start small

•Ramp up

•Clear expectations

•Well-defined tasks

•Accountability

•Rubrics
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Ideas for Group Activities : 

Start Small

• Small Groups  
▫ Informal / Casual:
 Share likes/dislikes about web design

 Make a list

 Class discussion

▫ Progressing:
 Analyze a web page for: 

contrast, repetition, alignment, proxmity

 Post a group message / class discussion
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Ideas for Group Activities: 

Web Design Evaluation

▫ Well Defined Task:
Evaluate a web site for use of 
web design best practices
http://terrymorris.net/bestpractices

▫ Clear Expectations:
 Assignment Description 

▫ Accountability:
 Rubrics
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Web Design Evaluation: 

Assignment Description http://terrymorris.net/bestpractices
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Peer Review Example 
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More Complex Group Activity:

WebQuest

• BlueFish Media DesignWebQuest
▫ http://webdevfoundations.net/4e/webquest.html

▫ Students role-play

▫ Instructor  acts as “client”

▫ Multiple Milestones:
 Analysis Report

 Sample Page Layout

 Presentation

 Share Your Design

20

http://webdevfoundations.net/4e/webquest.html


Facilitating Groups

• Introducing a Large-Scale Group Project

▫ http://terrymorris.net/teamwork
 Brief module about teamwork
 Reflection Activities
 Conflict Resolution

 Peer Review
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Peer Review Example
http://terrymorris.net/nccia/groupprojectratingsheet.pdf
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Student Web Projects

• Multiple Milestones
▫ Project Topic Approval
▫ Planning Analysis Sheet
▫ Site Map
▫ Wireframe
▫ Project Update 1
▫ Project Update 2
▫ Publish & Present Project

• Rubric for each Milestone

• Web Project Description and Rubrics Available from Instructor Resources 
for Web Development and Design Foundations with XHTML
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Wordle – A Word Cloud

• Engage visual learners with a wordle  

• http://wordle.net

• http://terrymorris.net/wordle
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You Tube, Animoto, and More….

• YouTube:  http://www.youtube.com
Valid code example: 
http://terrymorris.net/nccia/youtube.html

• Almost Instant Multimedia: 
http://animoto.com/education
Unlimited videos for you and your students
Upload to YouTube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtCZloFmHBo

• Audio message  and Flash player: 
http://www.audiopal.com
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Text Messages

• Our students are texting all 
the time

• Offer the option to receive 
course announcements and 
reminders via text

• http://broadtexter.com

• Privacy of cell phone 
numbers is protected!
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Resources (1) 

• Felder, R. & Brent R. (2001). Effective strategies for cooperative 
learning. Journal of Cooperation & Collaboration in College 
Teaching, 10(2), 69-75. Retrieved from 
http://www.ncsu.edu/felder-
public/Papers/CLStrategies(JCCCT).pdf.

• Garrison, D.R., & Cleveland-Innes, M. (2005). Facilitating 
cognitive presence in online learning: interaction is not enough. 
The American Journal of Distance Education, 19(3), 133-148.

• Liu, S., Gomez, J., Khan, B., & Yen, C. (2007). Toward a learner-
oriented community college online course dropout framework. 
International Journal on ELearning, 6(4), 519-543.

• Morris, T. (2005). Working in Teams, Retrieved from 
http://terrymorris.net/teamwork.
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Resources (2)
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collaboration in online learning. Journal of Asynchronous 
Learning Networks, 10(3), 45-62. 
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